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To the READER. 


HE Author of this Diſcourſe is a firm believer 

in the doctrines of the Church of England, and 
conſiders the pre-exiſtence and divinity of our Saviour 
Chriſt as a main pillar of our Holy Religion. He is 
anxious therefore to ſee it guarded againſt all attacks upon 
it, from whatever quarter they may be directed. He 
truſts indeed that the attempts which are daily made to 
ſhake and overthrow it, are too preſumptuous and too 
weak to have any influence on men of ſober reflection, 
and of ſoundneſs and integrity of principle. His defire 
is to apprize thoſe, who have not yet entered on religious 
ſtudies, of the inconſiſtency of the Socinian and Unita- 
rian Syſtem, and to ſhow in a plain and brief manner 
that it is repugnant and contradictory to the expreſs 
authority of Scripture. Such is the deſign of this Diſ- 
courſe. Such alſo is the Author's motive, and apology, 
for publiſhing it at this time. 


8. JohN VI. 61, 62. 


I hen Teſus knew in himſelf that his diſciples murmured at 
mt, he ſaid unto them: Doth this offend you? What 


and if ye ſhall ſee the Son of Man aſcend up where he 
was before ? 


T is confeſſedly one of the characteriſtic excellencies of our 

Bleſſed Saviour's manner of teaching, that his precepts and 

his doctrines relate to ſome object forcing itſelf, as it were, to 
immediate obſervation, or ariſe almoſt neceſſarily from the matter 
of diſcourſe. Of the truth of this the words but now read to you 
will furniſh a ſtriking example. For clearly to underſtand their 
full ſcope and meaning, we muſt needs refer to the context, and 
call to mind the occaſion on which he ſpake them. 


In the beginning of the Chapter we find that he had done a 
great miracle by increaſing a ſmall quantity of food, ſo as to ſatisfy 
the hunger of about five thouſand people. Hereupon the multi- 
tude were ſo much aſtoniſhed, and ſo perfectly convinced of his 
being He that ſhould come, the Prophet expected with univerſal 
anxiety about that period, that they were reſolved to make him 
their King, and place him upon the throne of his father David. 
Chriſt, however, who knew what was in man, perceiving the er- 
roneous and narrow conceptions they had formed of the mighty 
deliverance he was about to work for them, would not commit 
himſelf unto them, but eluded their purſuit. Still the people 
follow him. And now it was he began to rebuke them for the 
falſe and worldly- minded notions they had conceived of his 

A Kingdom. 


Kingdom. For knowing that their views extended no further 
than the concerns of this life, and had particular reſpe& to the 
late miracle of the loaves, Labour not, faith he, for the meat which 
periſheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlaſting life, 
which the Son of Man ſhall give unto you; for him hath God the 
Father ſealed, — hath eſpecially commiſſioned and appointed for 
this very purpoſe. Following this train of thought, and being 
led on by the queſtions which they ask reſpecting Moſes, and the 
Manna which Gop had given their fathers to relieve their tem- 
porary wants,“ he proceeds to compare himſelf to that Manna; 
and, as a proof of his being the true bread from heaven, aſſures 
them he had the power to ſupply their wants, not for forty years, 
but for ever and ever — to give them, in ſhort, Eternal Life and 
Perfect Happineſs. Under the ſame figure of ſpeech, which he 
continues for ſome time, he at laſt declares; Verily, verily 1 jay 
unto you, except ye eat the fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you. 


One would have thought, they might have readily traced the 
metaphorical ſenſe of this diſcourſe as it originated from a ſubject 
which they themſelves had introduced, and Chriſt had more 
than once expreſſed his meaning in the plaineſt terms, F and had 
afterwards but uſed an alluſion which they themſelves had in a 
manner put in his mouth; yet ſuch was their ignorance and ſo 
ſtrange their perverſeneſs, that in the end they underſtood it lite- 
rally, and began to murmur and diſpute. How can this man give 
us his fleſb to eat, ſaith one? And another: This is a hard ſaying ; 
zho can hear it? Then follow the words of the text: When 
Feſus knew in himſelf that his diſciples murmured at it, he ſaid unto 
them: Doth this offend you ? What and if ye ſhall ſee the Son of 
Man aſcend up where he was before? — As much as to ſay : «* Why 
% ſhould this in any way offend you? But if ye will take offence, 
*« ſurely that offence muſt be removed when ye ſee me, juſt as I 


* Ver. 30, 31. T Ver, 29, 47 + &c. 
66 am, 
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** am, aſcend up where I was, before ye ever ſaw me; and though 
* now it may appear ſtrange and inconceivable, yet that full ſatis— 
faction ſhall in due time be afforded you. Verily ye mult be 
te then convinced, not only that I came from Gop and have 
* power to make good what I ſay, but that my words cannot be 
applied in a literal ſenſe. For this body being taken out ot 
your ſight and lifted up into heaven, cannot be eaten as ye ſeem 
* to underſtand. Underſtand me therefore as meaning (what I 
* have often told you already) that if ye believe I came forth 
from God, and that I am to lay down my life for the life of 
* the world; if ye receive my doctrine and do what I command 
you, ye ſhall inherit everlaſting life and I will raiſe you up at 
* the laſt day.” And as a farther illuſtration of what he would 
inculcate, he adds theſe words which ſeem to ſerve as a key and 
ſolution to the whole: I ig the Spirit that quickeneth; the fleſh 


profiteth nothing: The words that I ſpeak unto you, they are SPIRIT 
and they are LIFE. | 


In this light then the whole is eaſy and natural ; but detached 
from the context and the deſign of our Saviour's diſcourſe, there 
are ſayings in this Chapter which 'are indeed exceeding hard and 
more in favour of Tranſubſtantiation than that paſſage from 
whence this monſtrous doctrine derives its origin. Nor have there 
been wanting in the Church of Rome thoſe who would apply 
them to this ſtrange notion. But if they will thus ſenſeleſsly in- 
terpret Scripture, let them however permit us to uſe our under- 
ſtanding, and, provided we do it with modeſty and ſoberneſs, ex- 
ert its powers as far as we can in banithing Error, and collecting 
and diſcovering Truth. Scripture is not to be mangled or torn in 
pieces to anſwer particular purpoſes. Our Faith cannot ſtand firm 
on ſuch a tottering foundation. The Faith of reaſonable beings, 
like men, muſt be built on right deductions of Reaſon, or it be- 
comes mere credulity or fanaticiſm. But let it be eſpecially ob- 
ſerved that we by no means heſitate to admit the Word of God as 
a certain ground of belief: Nay, we are forward to contend that 
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it ſuperſedes every other principle, and is firm and infallible. 
Only let us be cautious, how we wreſt that Word to the plain 
contradiction of the only faculty we have to judge of Right and 
Wrong, of Truth and Error. God has thought fit to make us 
rational creatures, and in every part of his Holy Diſpenſation to 
treat with us as ſuch : Let man beware of abuſing his Mercy : Let 
him not fondly hope to enhance the value of his Faith by making 
a ſacrifice of his Reaſon ; reſembling, in ſome ſort, thoſe early 
Heretics who ſeem to have thought men ſhould continue in fin, 
that the Grace of God might be the more eminently diſplayed in 
forgiving it. But the Apoſtle hath corrected the abuſe, and ſharply 
reproved ſo dangerous and abſurd a notion ; + as no doubt he 
would have treated this of Tranſubſtantiation, had it then ap- 
peared in the Church. Thus much ſeemed cas to the gene- 
ral explanation of the Paſſage. * 


+ Romans chap. v. and vi. 

* Dr. Prieſtley obſerves frequently that the doctrine of the Trinity is full as incredible as 
this of Tranſubſtantiation. See his Letters to the Dean of Canterbury, &c. For my own 
part I cannot diſcern the ſenſe or force of this his favourite objection. The latter is repug- 
nant to our reaſon, to our knowledge and experience, and to. the very ſenſe and, ſpirit of 
Scripture. The former is by no means contradictory to our reaſon, is far above our know- 
ledge or experience, and explicitly declared in Scripture. Before aſſerting what he doth aſſert 
in this caſe, he ſhould be able to know and clearly apprehend the Divine Nature: elſe it is 
impoſſible to make any juſt compariſon between the two doctrines: But this knowledge is 
ſurely too wonderful and ſublime even for him to expect, at leaſt on this fide the grave.— I 
would beg leave to add that I have by no means the inclination, even if I had the abili- 
ties, to engage in the conteſt which he is ſo very eager to have continued. He has more 
than a match in Dr. Horſley, who does not want Aſſiſtance. In truth my opinion is, that 
it is already at an end. When we are called upon to explain points which we confeſs to 
be Holy Myſteries, which are admirably calculated to add Virtue to our Faith, and which 
we could not but expect to find in a Religion whoſe author is the Lord God of Iſrael who hideth 
himſelf ; when moreover the Inſpiration of the Apoſtles is denied and their authority ſlightly 
treated; and finally, when expreſs paſſages and declarations, not only; in Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
ters, but in the Sacred Scripture itſelf, . are perverted and explained away — all ſuch, bold de- 
mands and unauthoriſed aſſertions ſhould be conſidered by every lover of Truth and Chriſtia- 
nity as a ſure ſignal to drop the controverſy, becauſe they plainly indicate a diſpoſition averſe 
to conviction, and a determined reſolution to continue the debate in = of every wn rv 
which Reaſon-and Religion * . to the ooutrary. * . 


But 
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But leſt the Socinian or Unitarian ſhould ſuppoſe we are at all 
leaning to his principles, let us paſs by this exploded doctrine 
and revert to the words of my text. There we ſhall find an- 
other point which hath occaſioned much diſpute, which too 
may appear of more difficult interpretation, and is certainly more 
applicable to the ſolemnity of this day. What and if ye ſhall 
fee the Son of Man aſcend up where he was before ? 


Although Socinus and his followers approve of our general 
mode of explaining this diſcourſe of our Saviour, it being indeed 
ſcarce capable of any other taken under one connected view, never- 
theleſs they are driven to ſtrange ſhifts when they come to the 
particular paſſage under conſideration. In truth, to bend it to 


their preconceiv'd notions they are obliged to have recourſe to a 
multitude of ſophiſms. 


For firſt of all, when Chriſt ſpeaks of the Son of Man aſcending 
up where he was before, this (faith a bold champion of the Soci- 
nian Hereſy) is ſpoken of the Son of Man, and therefore not of 
a Being who is God. Here it is ſufficient to anſwer, that theſe 
words are ſpoken of the ſelf-ſame perſon, who is repreſented as 
in the beginning exiſting with God, the only-begotten Son who is in 
the boſom of the Father ; who hath alſo ſaid of himſelf ; Before 
Abraham was J am, and in ſtill higher terms: Behold, I come 
quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as 
his work ſhall be: I AM ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE BEGINNING 
AND THE END, THE FIRST AND THE LAST. 4 


+ Stegmannus. 


t St, John viii. 58. Rev. xxii. 12. 13. Their way of cxpomling the firſt of theſe two 
paſſages is curious. They contend that the words ſhould be tranſlated thus: Before he become 
Abraham, I am he; and refer to St. Matth. xxiv. 5. St. Mark xiii. 6. St. John xii. 19. 
xiv. 29. But finding (as I ſuppoſe, and indeed with. good reaſon) that theſe texts would not 
ſupport them, they add: That the text doth ſignify what we have ſaid, may be diſcovered 
by the meaning of the word Abraham, which, as the Scripture (Gen. xvii. 5.) doth hint, 
N — a Father of many nations. Wherefore ſince Abraham did not become Abraham 


indeed, 


* 


But when prejudice takes place, where will objections end ? 
“ This, might our adverſaries reply, this is the very conceſſion 
we wiſhed to extort. Hence it is evident that theſe and ſuch 
paſſages muſt be underſtood as relating, not to God, but merely 
to man; a man indeed of high origin and ſupreme authority. 
For if they are underſtood of him who ſpeaks of his aſcending 
where he was before, and if Scripture be conſiſtent with itſelf, 
how can they be applied to God ? Had he been God, was he not 
always there? Is not the Deity ever preſent every where?“ 


In anſwer to this cavil it has been repeatedly urged, that as Je- 
hovah is often ſaid to deſcend upon the earth, and afterwards go 
up again and aſcend to his place, to the place where he was be- 
fore ; ſo there can be no reaſon given why the ſame mode of ex- 
preſſion may not be uſed here.“ But beſides, when we conſider 
that our Saviour Chriſt had for a time diveſted himſelf of his 
former glory, it is with the utmoſt confiſtency and propriety he 
thus expreſſes himſelf, as he was about to aſſume that ſtate which 
he had enjoyed before the foundation of the world. 


After giving this ſhort but ſatis factory anſwer, we in our turn 
would aſk them a plain queſtion : How at all events are we to in- 
terpret theſe words, in 1» 70 wporegoy —IWhere he was before? Upon 
their own principles, he is allowed to be here ſpeaking of ſome 
place not within the confines of this world, with an implication 
that he was conſcious of having already been and exiſted there 
ſome time or other. But if he was no more than a mere man, 


* indeed, i. e. a Father of many nations, until the Grace of God manifeſted by Jeſus Chriſt 
*« redounded unto many nations, for before he was the Father of but one nation; it is appa- 
«« rent that the meaning of theſe words which we have brought is genuine and true.” Thoſe 
who will frain at a gnat, but fewallow a camel, may adopt this their ingenious interpretation. 

But with all their boldneſs and ingenuity they have not thought proper to notice the other 
| paſſage, which, as is manifeſt from the context, is to be applied to our Saviour Chriſt. In 
being thus filent they act not unwiſely. 


* See Whitby and other commentators on the place. 
when 
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when and how could this have happened ? — Do but obſerve their 
anſwer. Chriſt, previous to his entering on his Prophetic Office, 
was taken up into heaven to be inſtructed in the mind and will of 
God ; and to this circumſtance he alludes when he ſpeaks of his 
aſcending where he was before: Hence too, they add, is confirm- 
ed our interpretation of that other parallel paſſage of this Goſ- 
pel: “ No man hath aſcended up into heaven, but he that came down 


from heaven, even the Son of Man, b wy En Tow &payw, Who was ; and 
not, who zs in heaven. Þ 


As far as we may depend upon the analogy, and the general uſe 
and application of language, we may venture to pronounce this 
expoſition of the text falſe, unwarrantable, and ungrammatical. 
Admitting however at preſent this latitude of tranſlation, we will 


yet with all confidence preſume to call in queſtion the matter of 
fact, on which they endeavour to found it. 
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If Jeſus Chriſt was taken up into heaven by the Supreme Being, 
in order to be inſtructed in thoſe great Truths of Religion which 
he was to reveal to mankind, it muſt have been at a period ſubſe- 
quent to his birth here on earth ; his pre-exiſtence, we all know, 
being a point which they totally reject and deny. How cometh it 
then to paſs that the Holy Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, who have 
handed down to us the life and doctrines of their Bleſſed Maſter, are 
ſilent, one and all, reſpecting a circumſtance of ſo momentous a na- 
ture? They are full and explicit in their accounts of his Nativity, 
his Temptation, his Death, his Reſurrection, his Aſcenſion ; but 
with regard to his Tranſlation not a ſingle word, not a fingle hint 
do we meet with. The fact, if it really happened, they could 
ſcarce be ignorant of : What motives then could induce them to 
conceal it? According to the tenets of Socinianiſm it is moſt ma- 
terial indeed, and altogether neceſſary. The difficulty then is to be 
ſolved in no other way than by recurring to a ſuppoſition, which 


EEE 


© See Moſheim's Eccleſ. vol. iv. cap. iv. and Sandius in Bibliothec. + John iii. 13. 
theſe 
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theſe men are but too apt to hold out on all occaſions, when the plain 
ſenſe of Scripture runs counter to their opinions ; namely, that the 
Sacred Writers laboured under a defect of memory or a defect of ca- 
pacity. But to us who are of the Apoſtle's opinion, that a// Scrip- 
ture was given by inſpiration of God, ſuch arguments we truſt 
will appear of little force. The filence of the Divine Writers will 
lead us to a very different concluſion. We are convinced that if the 
fact had happened, it would have been expreſly recorded: As it is 
not, we conclude that the whole is a fable, the reverie of an En- 
thuſiaſt that lived but juſt two hundred years azo. The Scriptures 
indeed do tell us that Chriſt was with the Father, but then it was 
before the creation, before the foundation of this world.“ 


— 


Granting however, (what we can by no means with the leaſt de- 
gree of juſtice or probability grant) granting however, that the E- 
vangeliſts were ignorant of this circumſtance, or that it eſcaped their 
memory, we would with to know whence theſe perſons derive their 
knowledge of it? From what ſource do they draw their information ? 
What authority do they produce in corroboration of it? Mere bold 
aſſertions will have but little weight, even in matters of the moſt 
trivial ſort; bnt in a concern of ſuch magnitude, of ſo ſtriking 
and momentous a nature, the ſtrongeſt evidence is required to fix, 
our aſſent. Their arbitrary interpretation and evidently miſapplica- 


'* They do indeed endeavour to ſurmount this difficulty in another way, but not a whit the 
better. If,“ ſay they, „any man have a defire to know when Chriſt was in heaven with 
« Gop ; John the Evangeliſt ſhall tell him that he was in 7he beginning with God ; namely 
«« when the Goſpel began to be ſet on foot, and before any thing thereof had been yet per- 
formed.“ See the Life of Fauſtus Socinus by a Polonian Knight; which, by the way, 
together with the tracts annexed to it, contains much more argument and leſs declamation 
than what has been lately written on theſe ſubje&s. Other Socinians and our modern Unita- 
rians labour to explain this ſtubborn paſſage of St. John's in a very different way. But I Will 

venture to ſay, that none of their explanations would have occurred to one unprejudiced rea- 
der out of five thouſand. It adds neither weight nor honour to their cauſe, to ſtand in need of 
having one expreſs text of Scripture wreſted and perverted from its plain meaning to ſupport 
a falſe conſtruction of another. | 
tion 
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tion of Scripture can in no caſe be conſidered adequate. Bare ſup- 
poſitions are but too often conſidered ſufficient even to ground an 
idle tale upon, or any airy ſyſtem ; but to eſtabliſh a matter of fact, 
a fact eſpecially of ſuch mighty conſequence, ſomething more ſub- 
ſtantial ſurely is altogether requiſite. Here then we may ſafely leave 
it with the candid Inquirer to determine, how little we have either 
of evidence or of reaſon to direct us. We have indeed no proof or 
argument alledged in the ſupport of it: We have every rational ar- 
gument poſſible in the diſproof of it. 


'The plain'truth of the matter is, that this circumſtance was ne- 
ceſſary to the eſtabliſhment of their Religious Syſtem. It could not 
ſtand without it. And who is ignorant that both in affairs of Re- 
ligion and of Common Life, when perſons have once adopted a fa- 
vourite ſet of opinions, they will obſtinately adhere to them in op- 
poſition to every argument, and often to clear demonſtration and 
experience? If their Syſtem will not bend to Truth, Truth muſt 
bend to it: Where facts are alledged which threaten the overthrow 
thereof, thoſe facts muſt be diſputed ; and when others are wanting 
which tend to eſtabliſh it, fanaticiſm and wordly cunning will rea- 
dily create or invent them. 


In the preſent caſe, the text we have been conſidering was in its 
plain literal ſenſe ſo expreſsly in favour of the pre-exiſtence of Jeſus 
Chriſt, that nothing but the entire rejection, or the perverſion of it 
could ſave the Socinian Hypotheſis from ruin. Its advocates have 
choſen to act the latter part, and introduce the ſtory of our Lord's 
Tranſlation, in order to capacitate him for his office, without proof 
and without authority to ſupport or explain it, and alſo without 
one plauſible argument for the need and propriety of the thing. 
But even here they ſeem to have gone too far. For ſuppoſing the 
fact true, we cannot imagine the Evangeliſts to refer to a circum- 
ſtance which they ſeem not to have known or underſtood, and cer- 
tainly have not related. 


B Yet 


( 10 ) 

Yet after all the words which theſe Sectaries have ſo much 
laboured to pervert, cannot by any art or ſophiſtry whatſoever be 
wreſted to the meaning which they. endeavour to ſupport : No ap- 
plication or analogy of language will admit it: No authority can 
be produced to juſtify and maintain it ; No good argument be ad- 
vanced in proof of its end or utility in the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. 


Thus ſtands the caſe with reſpe&t to the words themſelves. 
Moreover, we have another circumſtance which is perhaps of till 
higher conſequence and demands therefore our moſt ſerious attention. 
Independently of the want of all hiſtorical evidence to ſupport our 
adverſaries in this miſconſtruction and miſapplication of the paſſage, 
the main point which they endeavour. to eſtabliſh thereby is ſo in- 
compatible and ſo inconſiſtent with the great ends of our Saviour's 
Aſcenſion into heaven, that this conſideration alone would ſufficiently 
juſtify us in our rejection of it, If Chriſt was a mere man only 

_ extraordinarily inſpired, and that for no other purpoſe than to pro- 
mulge a more perfect ſcheme of living, his office muſt have been 
finally diſcharged at his death: His Reſurrection and Aſcenſion 
could anſwer no other end than to give a ſanction to the truth of 
what he taught, and ſerve as a pledge for the future reception of 
mankind into heavenly places. But is this the Doctrine of Scrip- 
ture? Certainly not. On the contrary, we are there told that, the 
A ſcenſion of our Lord and Saviour was a neceſſary part in the ſcheme 
of Divine Providence in the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. Two conſe- 
quences of the greateſt moment are particularly mentioned in the 
Sacred Writings : The one is the deſcent of the Comforter : The 
other, the interceſſion of Chriſt himſelf at the right hand of the 
Majeſty on high. 
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With reſpe to the firſt we have our Lord's own expreſs words: 
It is expedient for you, ſaith he, that I go away; for if T go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will 
end him unto you. How completely this promiſe was fulfilled we 
| S8. John xvi. 7. 
may 
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may learn from the fulleſt and moſt incontrovertible evidence. In- 
deed it is ſo clear and exact, diſplayed fo ſtrongly in miracles, cor- 
roborated ſo eminently in the conduct of the Diſciples and primitive 
Chriſtians, that one would think no room can be left for heſitation 
even in the breaſt of the moſt hardened Sceptic. It is not neceſſary 
to endeavour to point out the reaſons, why the departure of Chriſt 
was ſo intimately connected with the coming of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Nay, the attempt would be vain and preſumptuous. It is one of 
thoſe truths concealed behind that inacceſſible effulgence, which 
ſurrounds the throne of Gop. Conſidering this Diſpenſation ſacred 
and divine as it is, we act the wiſer part to view it at an awful diſ- 
tance, and, as long as we have ſufficient proof to afſure us it came 
from God, to embrace it with reverence and holy gratitude. 


What ſtronger preſumptive argument therefore can we have of 
the pre-exiſtence of our Lord and Maſter, than this very circum- 
ſtance ? When he aſcended up where he was before, he ſent unto 
us the Comforter who received of his, and ſhowed it unto us; and 
this he did not from any commiſſioned authority, but in his own 
name and by his own power. All theſe circumſtances carry with 
them ſuch ſtrong marks of pre-eminence as to ſtrike conviction 


upon the mind, that they could proceed from nothing leſs than 
Divine. 


Again: If the miſſion of the Holy Spirit impreſs us with ſo 


great a ſenſe of our Saviour's authority, his Office of Interceſſor, 


which was conſequent to his Aſcenſion, muſt ſtill heighten it. 
Indeed ſo conſcious was the Founder of the Socinian Sect of the 
high dignity of this Office, and the conſequences to which an 
acknowledgement of it would lead him, that to make ſhort of 
the matter he denies the neceſſity of it altogether. © The Chriſ- 
« tian,” ſays he, © whoſe Faith is ſo great as to encourage him to 
% make his addreſſes habitually to the ſupreme Being, ſtandeth 


$& S. John xvi. 14. 
B 2 © not 
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* not in need of the comfort that flows from the invocation of 
«© Chriſt his brother, who was tempted in all things like himſelf ; 
* that Chriſtian therefore is not obliged to call upon the name of 
«« Jelus by prayer and ſupplication.” * — Theſe words are too 
plain to be miſunderſtood. They ſtrike directly at the very root 
of the great doctrine of the Mediation, and ſtand upon record as 
a notorious proof, to what ſhifts men will deſcend when a favourite 
opinion is to be maintained. 


But let us hope that we have not ſo learned Chriſt. As we believe 
that he is the Holy Paſchal Lamb pre-ordained, before the founda- 
tion of the world, to take away the fins of the world; ſo we be- 
lieve, that he is made a High Prieſt after the order of Melchiſe- 
dec, and is able to ſave them to the uttermoſt that come unto God by 
Him; ſeeing he ever lrveth to make interceſſion for them. So con- 
ſonant in truth is the notion of a Mediator to the general ſenti- 
ments, though not to the apprehenſion, of mankind ; ſo univer- 
fally confirmed by the Analogy of Nature; and the doctrine ſo 


* See Moſheim, and the Life of Socinus before mentioned. + Heb. vii. 25. 


t See Butler's Analogy.—In the Hiſtory of the Corruptions of Chriſtianity, P. 11. what- 


ever the Scripture ſays reſpecting the Mediation and Atonement of Chriſt is conſidered as 
being altogether figurative. But as there are at leaſt ſome paſſages which cannot by any art 
be brought over to this meaning, it is ſaid (p. 183.) that the greater part of theſe are from 
one Epiſtle of an unknown writer, and therefore not to be depended upon. The Author of 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrews is not thus ſlightly treated, when there 1 is any need of his autho- 
rity. If any of the other Apoſtles ſpeak in the fame tone, they are charged with obſcurity 
and inconſiſtency. For a ſatisfactory anſwer to the cavils of this writer, I cannot refer 
to a better book than Butler's Analogy, which has, been, juſt mentioned. Take another 
example of the ſame kind. The Apoſtles, St. Paul for inſtance in Epheſ. iii. 9. Coloſſ. 
i. 16, affirm that all things were created by Chriſt, and conſiſt by him: Now becauſe they 
do not ſpecify the earth, or ſun, moon, or ſtars, or any material ſubſtance ; and becauſe none 
of their contemporaries queſtioned their authority (as the author ſays he would have done) in 
advancing this doctrine about the creative power and divine origin of their Maſter, he con- 
eludes that no ſuch doctrine was ever taught, and that all muſt be a figure. See Letters ad- 
dreſſed to the Dean of Canterbury, &c. p. 119 et ſeq. Let who will be convinced by this 
reaſoning ; for my part, I can ſcarce diſcover common ſenſe in it, much leſs common modeſty. 
However, 
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explicitly declared in Scripture, that much need not be ſaid in 
proof of the truth of the Divine Interceſſion of our Lord and 
Saviour; that great exemplar, whoſe types under the Moſaic Diſ- 
penſation were ſtriking and numerous: Among the chief of which 
was the High Prieſt who alone, once every year, went into the ſecond 
tabernacle, not without blood, which he offered for himſelf and for the 


errors of the people; the Holy Ghoſt «his ſignifying, that the way into 
the Holieſt of all was not yet made manifeſt. J 


The caſe then being ſo, we have hence two very ſtrong argu- 
ments againſt the Socinian Hypotheſis of the mere human nature 
of Chriſt; becauſe it is utterly inconſiſtent with the Power and 
Majeſty which our Saviour diſplayed upon his Aſcenſion, and in- 
compatible with the Office which he hath ſince undertaken. 


Having now endeavoured, in as few words as poſſible, to ſhow 
how contrary the notion of the Socinians and modern Unitarians 
with reſpect to the perſon of Chriſt is to matter of fact, and alſo 
how incongruous it is with the authority and character he aſſumed 
after that the Almighty Father had glorified him with his own ſelf, 
with the glory which he had with him before the world was; I would 
juſt obſerve the rank which the Aſcenſion of our Lord, taken by 
itſelf, ſeems to hold among the proofs of our Religion, and that 
when conſidered according to the notions of the fame people, and 
when according to the tenets of the orthodox Believer. * 


However, it is all borrowed from the Socinian Syſtem, which, it is notorious, takes the greateſt 
liberty with ſome parts of Scripture, whilſt others, in order that they ſhould ſquare with its 
peculiar tenets, are conſtrued and applied in the moſt literal manner, — His manner of ex- 
pounding Phil. ii. 5. is equally forced and unſatisfactory. See p-. 138. 
1 Heb. bx. 7, 8. {| John xvu. 5. 

I have all along confidered the Socinians and Unitarians under one view. Their prin- 
eiples are the ſame, and in the Sixteenth Century they were formed into one community by 
Lælius and Fauſtus Socinus. Indeed the Religious Syſtem of theſe famous Hereſiarchs was 
leſs perplexed and leſs inconſiſtent than that profeſs'd by moſt of the former, and by ſome of 
the modern Unitarians. See Moſheim, and Bayle's Dict. under Socinus. 
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Conſidered then in the firſt light, it is certainly we allow a ſtrong 
corroborating proof of the truth of thoſe doctrines which our 
Saviour taught, and a pledge of life immortal to all that believe and 
obey his commandments. Nevertheleſs, we deny that any thing more 
can be deduc'd from it, and perhaps they would urge it no farther. 
But viewed in the light, in which we think it repreſented in the 
Goſpel, it appears much more extenſive and much more glorious. 
It opens to us not only the knowledge of the ſecond Perſon in the 
Trinity, the Word Incarnate, but of the Holy Ghoſt withal, pro- 
ceeding from the Father and the Son, co-operating with both 
in the wonderfu! work of man's Salvation, and to this very end 
continually watching over the thoughts and actions of the heart. 
In it too we ſee the authority and great goodneſs of our Saviour 
Chriſt, diſplayed in the miſſion of this Holy Being ; and from the 
completion of his Promiſes as well as the diſplay of his Miracles, 
we ſtand awed before him, and accede to the claims he made to 
divinity. Miraculous actions performed here on earth, and pro- 
miſes no leſs miraculouſly fulfilled after his Reſurrection and De- 
parture from among us, do equally claim our attention : or rather 


| we ſhould fay the latter muſt preponderate. The firſt proclaims 


perhaps only an Authority imparted; the laſt, a Mind omniſci- 
ent and a Power incontroulable : And theſe are the attributes of 
God alone. 


In ſhort, upon true ſcriptural grounds, the Aſcenſion of our 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviour attentively conſidered, is the ſtrongeſt 
proof poſſible of his being more than Man. His conduct here 
below evidently ſhowed that he came forth from God. The Power 
he exerted afterwards, the Office he now occupieth, do in my 
mind as evidently ſhow that from the beginning be was with God 
that he was God. Hence and hence only we are firmly perſuaded, 
that he is both willing and able to fulfill that mighty deed, that 
awful and glorious expectation— the calling of us all from our 
graves, the ſending of the wicked to their proper place of puniſn- 
ment, and giving the righteous to inherit Life Eternal. 

Thus 


E ; 


Thus much for the rank which the Aſcenſion of our Lord main- 
tains among the evidences of Chriſtianity, conſidered in the two 
different views juſt mentioned. The motives too and encourage- 
ment to the duties of Religion offered by each, are materially dif- 
ferent. In the one we have duties laid open, and rewards and 
puniſhments propoſed. In the other we have theſe and more alſo : 
We have the aſſiſtance of Divine Grace offered us withal. I know 
indeed that to men of a preſumptuous diſpoſition, who boaſt of 
the excellency of Human Reaſon, and the freedom and perfection 
of man's natural Powers, promiſes of this ſort have little of what 
is flattering in them: But to perſons of a more humble (but let no 
one ſay of an unmanly or puſillanimous) ſpirit, who behold mankind 
with a more impartial eye, juſt in truth as they are, and feel the 

i ſufficiency of human ability to withſtand the evils and tempta- 

tions which on all hands ſurround them, ſuch aſſiſtance ſurely muſt 
afford the firmeſt conſolation, Hence we ſhall proceed on our 
journey through life with eaſe and ſatisfaction, neither prevented 
by obſtacles, nor miſled by preſumption, nor depreſſed by deſpair. 
If we fall, (and who is there that doth not fall ?) let us riſe to the 
combat with double vigour, but with a proper ſenſe nevertheleſs 
of our manifold infirmities and defects, and at the laſt we ſhall be 
more than conquerors through Him that loved us.* 


8 Nor ſhall we be diſcouraged by another grand difficulty, which 

q muſt ſtart up in the way of the Socinian. To what the Stoic of old 
was in matters of Philoſophy, not unlike, in ſome ſort, with reſpect 
to thoſe of Religion, is this our modern Heretic, An unerring 
obedience only, from the very nature of their principles, can entitle _ 
them to the Chriſtian Salvation. — But where is this man of pu- 
rity, this thoroughly perfect man to be met with? — Alas! no 
where on this ſide the grave. Muſt we then all of us fall ſhort cf 
the reward ?—Little, I fear, can with any reaſon be expected ac- 

cording to the Socinian tenets. But they are to anſwer for them- 


* Rom. viii. 37. 


ſelves. 
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ſelves. We, who believe we have an Advocate with the Father, Feſus 
Chrift the Righteous, encourage a better Hope: Nor is that Hope 
we truſt to be called preſumption, whereby we perſuade ourſelves 
that thoſe failings, which the infirmities of Human Nature, or the 
ſudden burſts of paſſion, or the ſnares of the wary and deſigning 
may have occaſioned, ſhall, upon true repentance, through the Me- 
diation of our Bleſſed Saviour be pardoned and forgotten. In that 
day, when the beſt of us will ſtand in need of Mercy, and when 
tremour and diſmay will ſeize the ſtouteſt heart, our Great High 
Prieſt, not being one who cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, but, yet without fin, was in all points tempted like as we 
are, 4 will then ſtep in between us and infinite Juſtice, and, by the 
Atonement of the Myſterious Sacrifice of himſelf once offered, will 
appeaſe HIM 70 whom Vengeance belongeth, and make us meet 
partakers of Eternal Happineſs, 


Thus then, on the whole, with regard to the texts we have 
been conſidering, our Socinian and Unitarian adverſaries are not only 
reduced to the neceſſity of wreſting the paſſages from their natural 
meaning, but alſo of introducing certain novel doctrines to ſup- 


port them: doctrines, for which they ſeem to be indebted to that 
Monument of Impoſture and Superſtition, the Alcoran of Maho- 


met: No wonder then that they are ſo inconſiſtent with the ſpirit 


and deſign of Chriſtianity, ſo calculated to undermine its autho- 


rity and diminiſh its influence, ſo repugnant in ſhort to expreſs 
declarations in Scripture. It ſurely then but ill becomes them to 
aſcribe to intereſted and partial motives our rejection of ſuch arbi- 
trary notions of mere human invention, unwarranted by every Prin- 
ciple of Sound Senſe and Reaſon, unwarranted even by matter 


of fact, and unwarranted by the expreſs Word of God. It ill be- 


comes them to judge and condemn all the world, becauſe they ſee 
not with their eyes, and apprehend not with their underſtanding. 


+ Heb. iv. 15, 
N Hence 
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Hence therefore we would warn thoſe, who have not yet formed 
their minds reſpecting controverted points in Religion, to enter 
upon the inquiry with candour and deliberation, to give to the 
conjectures and the aſſertions of men, of abilities however ſplen- 
did, no further credence or attention than what they really de- 
ſerve, but to conſider the Word of Gop as their only infallible 
guide. Let them be aware, how awful and how dangerous a thing 
it is to make any addition to that Word, or to diminiſh aught from 
it.“ And do thou, O Los, of thy great goodneſs, illuminate 
their hearts and minds, that both by their life and doctrine they 
may ſet forth and inculcate thy true and lively Word in all its 
purity, and in all its native ſimplicity. 


* Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 


THE END. 
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